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Included in this teaching unit… 
• Readers’ Theater- There is a script that you can print and 

distribute for a fun and effective way to read the story  Plus, 
directions are included for different ways to read the script.  
You have the option of reading together as a class or in small 
groups. 

• Comprehension check – There are five basic comprehension 
questions that you can give after the initial reading. 

• Irony in the story – This handout defines the types of irony and 
has students identify two of the types which are at work in the 
story. 

• Theme – There are several handouts included to guide 
students in determining the theme of this story, including a 
handout with important tips when finding the theme. 

• Plot diagram – A handout is provided which explains the parts 
of plot and gives tips on figuring out the parts.   Plus, there is a 
handout so students can map out the parts of plot for The 
Emperor’s New Clothes. 

• Constructive Response Questions – A handout is included 
giving tips on how to correctly answer a constructive response 
question.  A very useful handout is provided that shows correct 
and incorrect ways to answer a constructive response 
question.  Then, of course, there are constructive response 
questions based on the story for students to answer. 

• A fun poetry activity is included as well! 
• Answer keys are provided! 



Using Readers’ Theater In the Classroom 
Students build fluency through reading out loud, and in the upper level elementary and middle 
school classrooms, what better way to allow this than with readers’ theater! If you want to get 
your students’ attention, read the beginning of this story with a monotone voice until they stop 
you and ask you why you are doing this.  Explain that when reading aloud, you should always 
read with expression.   Next, reread the section changing your voice to match each character.   
 
Option 1:  Number each part, and read around the room.   
Go around the room allowing students  to read the lines in order.  For example, the student in 
desk 1 reads line 1, the student in desk 2 reads line 2, student in desk 3 reads line 3, and so 
on until the entire story is complete.  You will have to have your students read more than one 
line each, but this way students will not play a particular “part”.   Before starting, allow the 
students to find the lines that they will read and read them to themselves silently.  Tell them 
that there are a few hard words and that they should raise their hands if they need help 
pronouncing one before you begin.  That way, you can discreetly go to a child’s desk to help 
him/her with the word.  Also, this makes all students feel comfortable with reading out loud.  
Another option, is to have the students read the entire play for homework the day before 
reading it out loud in class.   
 
Option 2:  Whole class read 
There are 15 parts, so you could assign parts to students and allow them to read their parts 
out loud as a class.  Give some time for students to highlight their parts and read them to 
themselves before reading out loud.  Tell them to raise their hands if they see a word that they 
do not know.  This will help students tremendously! 
 
Option 3:  Allow students to read the story in groups.   
     Divide your class into groups.  There are fifteen speaking parts, but several parts can be 
combined.  For example, one student could read all three narrator parts, one could read all of 
the attendants’ parts, and one could read all of the swindlers’ parts.  This would cut it down to 
9 parts.  Some of the other parts could be read by the same person.  For example, the same 
student who reads the “People” part could also read the “Master of Ceremonies” part.  Use the 
chart that has the parts listed to make your reading plan for groups.   
      After assigning parts in each group, allow some quiet time before beginning so that 
students can read over their parts and ask for help with words they may not know how to 
pronounce.  Encourage them to read with expression!  Have the groups read through the 
script.  If a group finishes early, have them read it again, perhaps switching up the parts.  Once 
each group has read through the script once, stop the class.  If you want, you could randomly 
pick one group to perform for the class.   
     Most students greatly enjoy readers’ theater.  The key is making sure they feel comfortable 
with the part that they will be reading.  If you have struggling readers, you may want to give 
them the script the day before the reading and let them practice reading it at home.    
 
 Have fun! 
  



The Emperor’s New Clothes 
Readers’ Theater 

Part Number 
of Lines 

Read By 

Narrator 1 12 
Narrator 2 10 
Narrator 3 10 
Emperor 7 
Minister 3 
Swindler 1 4 
Swindler 2 2 
Honest Official 3 
Attendant 1 5 
Attendant 2 5 
Attendant 3 5 
Master of Ceremonies 1 
People 1 
Child 1 
Child’s Father 1 



Readers’ Theater 
Narrator 1:   Many years ago there lived an Emperor who was so fond of new clothes 
that he spent all his money on them.  He did not care for his soldiers, or for the theater, 
or for driving in the woods, except to show off his new clothes.   
 
Narrator 2:  He had an outfit for every hour of the day, and just as they say of a king, “He 
is in the council chamber,” so they always said of him, “The Emperor is in his dressing 
room.” 
 
Narrator 3:  The great city where he lived was very lively, and every day many strangers 
came there.  One day two swindlers came.  They claimed that they were weavers and 
said they could weave the finest cloth imaginable.  Their colors and patterns, they said, 
were not only exceptionally beautiful, but the clothes made of this material possessed 
the wonderful quality of being invisible to any man who was unfit for his office, or who 
was hopelessly stupid. 
 
Emperor:  (Thinking out loud to himself)  Those must be wonderful clothes.  If I wore 
them, I should be able to find out which men in my empire were unfit for their posts, and I 
could tell the clever from the stupid.  Yes, I must have this cloth woven for me without 
delay. 
 
Narrator 1:  So the emperor gave a lot of money to the two swindlers in advance, so that 
they could set to work at once. 
 
Narrator 2:  They set up two looms and pretended to be very hard at work, but they had 
nothing on the looms.  They asked for the finest silk and the most precious gold, all of 
which they put into their own bags, and worked at the empty looms till late into the night. 
 
Emperor: (Thinking out loud to himself)  I should very much like to know how they are 
getting on with the cloth.   
 
Narrator 3:  The emperor felt rather uneasy when he remembered that whoever was not 
fit for his office could not see it.  He believed, of course, that he had nothing to fear for 
himself, yet he thought he would send somebody else first to see how things were 
progressing. 
 
Narrator 1:  Everybody in the town knew what a wonderful property the cloth possessed, 
and all were anxious to see how bad or stupid their neighbors were.  
 
Emperor: (Thinking out loud to himself)  I will send my honest old minister to the 
weavers.  He can judge best how the cloth looks, for he is intelligent, and nobody is 
better fitted for his office than he.  
 
Narrator 2:  So the good old minister went into the room where the two swindlers sat 
working at the empty looms. 
 
Minister: (Thinking to himself out loud) Heaven help us! (Opening his eyes wide) Why, I 
cannot see anything at all. 
 
Narrator 3:  The minister thought these things, but he was careful not to say them out 
loud.  
 



Readers’ 
Theater 

Plus, lots of 
Activities to 
Analyze the 

Story! 



Download the complete unit for The Emperor’s New 
Clothes now!  Use it immediately and for years to 

come! 

http://elacoreplans.com/product/the-emperors-new-clothes-lesson-plans/
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